AN  EXERCISE  IN  DIPLOMACY

tall, of competent beauty, soft of speech and gentle of counten-
ance '. The following extracts from two of Henry's letters show
the * progress ' that was made in January and February, 1538.
Even more noticeable than his eagerness for the matrimonial
alliances is Henry's anxiety to make sure that whatever happens
the Papacy shall not be allowed to interfere. How could the
Pope, he asks indignantly, be a proper and indifferent arbitrator,
when he has such large territorial interests in Italy?

in.To SIR THOMAS WYATT

[Westminster, Feb. 15, 1538.]

. . . But in case of the committing of this matter to our
judgement, they may not give any authority therein to the Bishop
of Rome, whom we refuse, not so much for that he is our mani-
fest and notorious enemy, as for that in case he should have any-
thing to do in it we could hope for none other effect than hath
ensued of like things handled by his predecessors in like cases,
whose practices have been ever to make themselves means to
knit up the amities of Princes, not for any zeal they bare to the
good of peace, but for that they had ever thereby an occasion to
encroach upon them, and to confirm and establish their own
glory. As now, for example, how shall he be an indifferent
arbitrer in any matter that should touch the Duchy of Milan
which pretendeth an interest to Parma, Placenza, and to the
county of Novarcia, being a great part of the same. And besides
that, whensoever there hath been quiet in Christendom, whereby
Princes living in rest might have taken some occasions to have
seen their abuses, it hath been their most certain and common
practice, either directly or indirectly, to set forth one bug or
other, whereby they have brought the estate of the same, or at the
least some of them, into trouble and business. And undoubtedly
if he might now get into his hands the mediation of this peace,
it should rather bring forth a greater war, if he might set It
forward, than that Christian peace and quiet that is to be
desired. ...

And finally, to declare to our good brother that we be most
desirous to help the establishment of an unity and quiet in